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Artwork of the reserve by local artists 

Top: Union Road Chorus Cabinet Artist Kate Hindson                      

Bottom: Somerville Road Chorus Artist Elise de Silva  

Right:  Mangemangeroa Reserve Artist Sabrina Skelton 

Annual General Meeting   Marion Skelton 

The Annual 

General 

Meeting  

was held on 

28 April and 

was well 

attended by 

members 

and visitors.  

We were lucky to have two interesting speakers.   Inka 

Pleiss a fourth-year student studying a Bachelor of 

Advanced Science (honours) in Marine Science and a 

former head girl of Howick College, this aspiring young 

woman gave us an interesting talk on her passion for 

sustainability of the environment.   Our second 

speaker was Daria Erastova from Pest Free Howick 

who gave an overview of the bird count she is 

undertaking in Mangemangeroa Reserve assisted by 

Bruce Keeley and Tony Woodroffe. 

 

It was with sadness we acknowledged the retirement 

of Allan Riley as Chairperson due to ill health.  John 

Spiller spoke of the service that Allan had given to the 

Friends over the past 20 years.  A presentation by 

John was made to Allan’s wife Bev Riley. 
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Forest and Bird Planting 11 June 2022       Graham Falla 

 The day was fine and mild for long enough to get the 
work done before a violent thunderstorm ushered in 
the afternoon.  About 50 volunteers put in 
approximately 1200 plants on two separate sites.  On 
the first, an open area, we have now replaced the 
existing kikuyu grass with a dense pioneer planting of 
manuka/kanuka and mahoe.  The second and larger 
area south of the Whitford Rd bridge, where planting 
had already been done two years ago, called for 
massive infill of mixed understorey plants to smother 
very aggressive weeds and to establish high canopy 
species.  Amongst these were 60 kahikatea.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 Space and time ran out before all the plants were in, 
leaving more than 400 plants to be put in elsewhere on 
another day.  Volunteers were rewarded by a spread of 
delicious baking and hot drinks served up by Rogan 
Falla.  I would like to register heartfelt thanks to the 
Friends of Mangemangeroa team for their solid 
support and a special compliment to the contractors 
engaged by Council over two days, who gave 
tremendous assistance with ferrying plants and 
equipment, preparation digging, planting and tidying 
up. 
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Rotary Planting Day 18 June 2022   Sally Barclay 
 
Getting the plants to the Hayley Lane site the day 
before was a marathon task but with the help of Vinh, 
Ben and two very fit runners who were happy to carry 
a couple of milk carton of plants to the site, we got 
there.Craig had carted all of the plants at his place up 
to the drive and then used his tractor to take his plants 
to the reserve site he had prepared. The remainder of 
these (two trailer and ute loads) were carted to Hayley 
Lane.  
Planting Day began with a minute’s silence to 
remember Allan Riley who held the position of 
chairman of the FOM for twenty years. The crowd was 
then divided into three groups; Rotary and members of 
the public, planting at Craigs.  The Chinese Groups 
formed a large party who made their way to Hayley 
Lane and were managed by John, Murray and Graham 
(they were running out of plants so Murray came back 
for another 250 cabbage trees half way through the 
morning). Geoffrey was on hand to help with 

translation issues here.  The last, smaller group, led by 
Warwick and Margaret planted the slip where planting  
had been started by Stephen. Macleans College 
students worked well here. The NZ Bio guys Ben and 
Matthew firstly worked with this group before carrying 
on to complete the trackside planting at the very 
northern end of the reserve. Part of this area which 
remains a sea of pampas, and according to Council is 
not part of the reserve, will be attacked once we have 
granules of poison. We grew 2000 flax to plant here so 
still have a number of these unplanted. Rotary cooks 
under the watchful eye of Deborah fired up the BBQ 
and bread and a sausage were available as the planters 
returned to the barn. These sausages smelt so good 
that some of the locals came out looking for the 
“fundraiser”. The kids were told they could have a 
sausage if they filled and tipped two buckets of bark 
into the yard. Another group too late to plant so they 
shifted the remaining bark all for the cost of a sausage. 
The big council BBQ (and associated tools) and the 
large Rotary gazebo were much appreciated. 
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Gecko Planting Day 23 May 2022       Sally Barclay   

Gecko, had a most successful planting. Levi, Ella’s 

partner, kept the kids enthralled with his patter. 

Gecko had done a great job preparing the site. They 

planted 300 more carex and also the pohurehure, that 

were raised by Graham, were planted in gecko corner. 

The highlight for the three schools (Cockle Bay, 

Somerville Intermediate and Howick College) was the 

truck delivering the plants becoming stuck down that 

slope. This truck was well loaded not just with gecko’s 

plants. The trailer jack-knived and there was nothing 

they could do, to get it out, other than call a tow 

truck. The tow truck arrived and it too became stuck – 

the largest available heavy machine shifting 

equipment was called upon and the truck and tow 

truck pulled up the hill before going on their way. 

(Shades of “The Little Yellow Digger!) 

 
 

Howick College Planting day 12 June 2022  Sally Barclay 

 

After a huge thunderstorm in the morning we 
wondered if the planting should be cancelled. 
Fortunately, after the rain, it cleared up and we had a 
very pleasant planting morning. We were not as well 
prepared as I would have liked but Warwick made 
many trips up the hill to collect more plants, protectors, 
stakes and weed mats as this group of active 
youngsters planted and planted. Riley from Howick 
College, gave the karakia blessing of the plants and 
another student blessed the food before we ate it.  

 
Howick College Planting Day 2 July 2022 Murray Gleeson 

 
July 2 was sunny and warm in the morning and we 
had a group of pupils and parents from Howick 
College and men from the local Boots football team. 
We planted specimen trees in marked out spots 
below the trig to infill what was mass planted about 
three or four years ago. There were about a dozen 
people planting when we first started and then 
another few people turned up and we soon had the 
available plants in the ground. Thanks to Neera 
Sundrum and Howick College and the Boots football 
team for an enthusiastic effort. 
 
Work Day 27 June 2022  Dianne and Ozzie,  

                                                      KAMPI EBC Co-Leads 
 

Thank you for hosting a lovely Matariki Tree Planting 
session for us on the 27th June.  We had a group of 10 
workmates (plus some family members) from our 
KAMPI EBC at Workday NZ join Sally Barclay to plant 
trees in the reserve.  We all really enjoyed the 
experience and thank you for providing us with this 
opportunity to take part in restoration work that helps 
to connect us to our environment. 
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US Consul-General Planting 1 July 2022   Ethan McCormick 

 

US Consul-General Sarah Nelson with consulate staff 
joined members of the community for a tree planting 
at the Reserve. Also present were members of the US-
NZ Youth Council. This event was organised by Ethan 
McCormick.  Before the planting commenced the 
group were given an overview of the history and 
restoration done in the reserve and they went on a 
guided walk of the reserve.  The equipment and plants 
for the day were provided by the Friends of 
Mangemangeroa. The day was enjoyed by all involved 
with only a few patches of rain during the days 
activities. 

 
Plant protectors and  weed mats 
This year we have used cardboard plant protectors and 
weed mats made from NZ wool. These were sourced 
from Advanced landscapes who have been 
instrumental in getting the used corflute protectors 
recycled into fence posts. 

 
Howick Eco Day 25 June 2022  Marion Skelton 

 

We had a display at the Howick Village Association Eco 
Day, this is the third year this event has been run.  It 
was held in the Howick War Memorial/Information 
Centre and was very well supported by the local 
community. 

Curious Tamariki  12 and 13 July 2022  Marion Skelton 

 

Curious Tamariki was a free youth environmental 
project lead by Levi of Gecko Trust.  The project was 
for young people to explore their local nature and 
learn film making techniques.   They then make their 
own environmental films.  It was all about young 
people giving a voice to nature.   As the weather was 
really bad on the Tuesday we went to a studio in the 
Uxbridge Arts Centre. Marion gave a talk on the 
history of the reserve and shared photos and also the 
work of The Friends of Mangemangeroa.  On 
Wednesday the weather had improved and the 
attendees did planting with Sally at the reserve, 50 
plants were planted.  One of the highlights was finding 
the Hericum coralloides fungus growing on a dead log. 
They also saw Kereru, Kahu, Tui, Tauhou and Riroriro. 
What a wonderful holiday programme activity and so 
nice to have them at the reserve and for FOM to be 
involved. 

 

Latest from Lot 29   Karyn Gradon 

 

 We had our last big native planting done in May and 
with the wet weather, the plants have had a great start, 
and will hopefully continue to do so. Weed 
maintenance is ongoing everywhere as you would 
expect. With the help of FOM Wednesday Weed 
Whackers, we together have been working on the area 
down by the boardwalk where Chisbury Reserve & Lot 
29 meet. The group has also planted some flax and 
cabbage trees already. Over the last two months Lot 29 
has caught 3 Possums, 7 Ship Rats, 4 Norway Rats, and 
has had 18 scavenged rat tunnels, which are usually 
rats that have been scavenged, mice are too small. On 
one of the nine cameras we have in operation 
throughout Lot 29 we have spotted a Ferret again, 
(previous sighting was in February). We have set up a 
DOC250 up on the ridge, and as soon as we do this, no 
more sightings on the camera since. This does not 
mean it has gone from the area, but it is interesting 
because it was running past the camera over a space of 
ten nights. Ferrets have a home range of 3 - 70 



7 
 

hectares. There is also a possum up the same ridge, 
which is also proving to be difficult to catch. A Timms 
possum trap has been set up there throughout the 
period of time the possum has been seen. Obviously 
trap shy, so we have also bought a Flipping Timmy 
possum trap to give the possum something else to look 
at, sadly not interested. The tree the Flipping Timmy is 
on, and where we see the possum jumping off has been 
identified as a Monkey Apple, so this small tree will be 
cut down within the week. We think this is the same 
possum, (identified by the furless end of its tail), that 
has been seen in other areas since the first camera was 
installed in May 2021.  Big news, a male Ferret 
measuring 61cm from tip of nose to end of tail was 
caught on Lot 29 in a DOC250 trap, a beautiful 
specimen for Pest Free Howick.  It will be interesting to 
see if another one shows up on the camera. 

 
Paul Harris Fellowship Award      Marion Skelton 
In February, Karyn Gardon was named a recipient of a 
prestigious Paul Harris Fellowship presented by 
Ellerslie Sunrise Rotary recognising those that have 
shown selfless dedication and commitment to the 
community.    Arriving in Shelly Park in 2017 she is one 
of 18 neighbours who co-own 14 acres (5ha) of private 
land known as Lot 29, backing onto the 
Mangemangeroa Reserve.  In 2018, she proceeded to 
do invasive weed work with other neighbours. She was 
then visited by Allan Riley, chair of Friends of 
Mangemangeroa (FoM) and Murray Gleeson, former 
chair of Forest and Bird; Niklas Erickson, conservation 
advisor from Auckland Council and Lorelle Stranaghan 
of Pest Free Howick.   With their aid and traps provided 
by Pest Free Howick, and ACC Biosecurity, Karyn 
started detecting and trapping pests. Trap Library East 
Auckland provided Lot 29 with possum traps. The first 
grant from the Howick Local Board in 2020 purchased 
1200 native trees, supplied by the Te Whangai Trust.  
Neighbours had funded the 2019  planting.  Planting for 
2021 was delayed due to covid until May this year.   In 
December 2020 the FOM reported that the owners of 
Lot 29 are being rewarded for all their efforts by bird 
sightings, reduced invasive weeds and the potential to 
stabilise further slips because of new plantings they 
have undertaken.  
 

Volunteer Craig Sally Barclay 

A tireless worker who 
has given many hours 
to both the growing, 
planting and watering 
of plants for the 
reserve. Craig has 
maintained a large 
planting unit on his 
property managing a 
regular watering by 
hand of over 2000 
plants. This unit is “out 

of sight” of the public and approached down a slippery 
slope. Once ready for planting out in Hayley Lane, these 
plants were all carted, by hand, up to the driveway 
where they were easily managed by the NZ BIO 
Security people carting them to the planting site. On 
planting day Craig carted the remaining plants to the 
small grassed area of the reserve below his place. Prior 
to this he had prepared the area tackling such weeds 
as moth plants, privet and other nasties. As well as the 
pioneer species for this area he has also nurtured 
puriri, titoki, karaka to plant among the nursery plants 
he has established a little along from the grassed site. 
Each public planting day for many years Craig has been 
available to help with the carting of plants and the 
actual planting as well. Keeping pests at bay has been 
an undertaking and possums and rats have been 
trapped conscientiously for a number of years in and 
around Craigs property. As well since the Wed Weeding 
Group has been functioning Craig has been there. 
Shorts, boots and a long-handled spade in his hands. 
Quite often the grinder from the back of the car has 
been used to sharpen the spades, the chainsaw has 
been used to cut access to the yard and his weed eater 
noisily pulled into action to cut through damaging 
kikuyu.  
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Tui     Marion Skelton  

ThankYou 

Tui are a NZ endemic bird with a “not threatened” 

conservation status. You can often hear the tuis singing 

a mix of tuneful notes interspersed with coughs, grunts 

and wheezes before you see them. Tui is medium-sized 

and although they look black from a distance in the 

light, they have a blue, green and bronze iridescent 

sheen. They are easily recognised by their distinctive 

white tuft (poi) under their throat. Tui feed mainly on 

nectar from flowers such as kōwhai, puriri, rewarewa, 

kahikatea, pohutukawa, rātā and flax. They will 

suddenly appear when the flowers open, and quickly 

disappear when they are done. They will eat insects too 

and can be seen exploring tree trunks for insects and 

other invertebrates and they also take insects on the 

wing.  Tui play an important role as pollinators of many 

of our native trees and are one of the most common 

pollinators of flowering plants.   Plantings of native 

species and sugar-water feeders in local gardens, 

provide tui with a year-round supply of nectar and fruit. 

Tui have responded extremely well to pest control 

programmes targeting their main nest predators, 

possums, rats and mustelids. Tui breed between 

September and January each year. The female builds 

the nest, which is a rough bulky structure of twigs and 

sticks, lined with fine grasses, high in the canopy or 

subcanopy. They have a clutch of 2-4 white or pale pink 

eggs, marked with reddish-brown spots and blotches. 

Incubation is by the female only and chicks are initially 

fed only by the female, but later the male helps to feed 

them. Notoriously aggressive Tui will defend a 

flowering or fruiting tree from another tui or another 

bird species.  With loud whirring wings they vigorously 

chase other birds away from their feeding territory and 

they perform a display flight when they fly upwards 

above the canopy, and then make a noisy, near vertical, 

dive back down into the canopy. Within the 

Mangemangeroa Reserve the Tui may be seen - or at 

least heard - at any time of the year.  
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